VIII

THE PEOPLE AND THE PARKS

FATHER is seventy-five years old and has just
completed a half-century of useful public and private
work. Even so it is quite likely that his most impor-
tant work may be done in the days that lie immediately
ahead. But so far it is certain that his most enduring
work was accomplished long before the public at
large knew anything about him, before the popular
press recognised in him and his work an object
worthy of exploitation. He was a revolutionary
social democrat before one worker in a thousand
troubled his head about such a modest step as
labour representation in Parliament and on local
governing bodies. He was a whole-hearted sup-
porter of woman's suffrage, and lost his seat in
Parliament for the cause, when the mere mention of
the words "votes for women" caused roars of incredu-
lous laughter among the majority of men (and
women) of all classes. He denounced emigration
to the colonies fifty years ago when imperialists were
putting it forward (as they do to-day) as a cure for
unemployment at home.

He was a free trader when the policy of protec-
tion swept the country after the Boer War, and a,
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